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are the popular songs at the moment, and in that order. The
Barrel song looks like being the new Tipperary.
Sept. 27         Talked to James Bone about the war as it
Wednesday, affects people who are in arrears with the
Revenue. He said, " I remember meeting you
in the Cheshire Cheese in August 1914. You were hard at it
then, debating the same problem with George Mair." Took
Helen Haye to dinner at C.R., and in view of the income-tax
rise of 2s. ordered half a bottle of the usual. Then drove for
a little about London, which in the moonlight had suddenly
become pure eighteenth-century.
Sept. 28      A letter from my jittery poetess :
Thursday.
DEAR MR AGATE,
I was amazed to hear from you. So much so that I rang
up my husband and read your letter to him. He said,
" Frame it! " I felt so happy that I went and gazed at
myself in a mirror. I stared at myself in my brilliant red
jumper, and could not believe that I was me. Then I started
to grin like a Cheshire cat, then I thought of doing some
work, then I thought of not doing some work. Here is a
thing that I like and which I wrote perhaps a year ago :
I shall grow old and taste defeat.
But I have seen that food eaten gives strength.
And I will chew defeat
"Until I get from it
What strength it has to give.
But the letter is a long one, and I feel I cannot afford the
writer too much encouragement. Am nervous of poetesses of
a too, poetically speaking, coming-on disposition.
Sept. 29 Monty has a theory that in war-time everybody
Friday. should allow himself half an hour of strict pleasure
every day. It may be a rubber of bridge, listening to
gramophone records, a talk, a book, a cigar, writing letters.
Or even, if you are lucky, receiving letters. Here is an extract
from one I got this morning from a woman playwright invited
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